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*NEW FEATURE*  

 
Focus on Faculty Global Education Efforts 

 
Since the inception of the global education mission in 2000 
and the distance learning initiative in 2001, global education 
at Fairleigh Dickinson University has become increasingly 
incorporated into the curriculum. As we continuously strive to 
encourage and assist with the integration of global education 
into the teaching of all disciplines, this new feature in the 
Newsletter will become a regular opportunity to recognize 
faculty members’ efforts to engage global perspectives into 
their work.   
 
 

 
 
René Steinke is the author of the 
novel, The Fires (William 
Morrow/HarperPerennial). Her 
stories and poems have appeared in 
various literary journals, including 
TriQuarterly, Cumberland Poetry 
Review, and Southern Poetry 
Review. Rene’s book reviews have 
appeared in Newsday and The 
Cresset, and she has been a poetry 
editor for The Cresset and for Cream 
City Review.   Her essay, “My Heart Belongs to Dada” was 
published in The New York Times Sunday Magazine in 
August, 2002.  Other essays, "The Peppy Girls of 
Friendswood, Texas," appeared in the book, With Love and 
Squalor (forthcoming from Broadway Books), published in 

2002 and “What Coco Ate”, was published in the book, Dog 
Culture in 2003.  Steinke’s first novel, The Fires, came out in 
1999 and has since been published in paperback and featured 
on National Public Radio’s “Weekend All Things 
Considered.” The Fires was selected by The Austin Chronicle 
as one of the best books of 1999, and the film rights have 
since been optioned by Madonna’s production company, in 
partnership with Handprint Entertainment. Her latest work, 
Holy Skirts is due to be published in 2005.   Currently she is 
the Editor-in-Chief of The Literary Review at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University.   
  
Rene Steinke also teaches writing for the M.F.A. in Creative 
Writing Program, a program that works closely with select 
members of our Global Virtual Faculty Program.  The M.F.A. 
in creative writing is a low-residency program in which 
students work closely with mentors who are published authors 
through distance learning. They meet in person with faculty, 
visiting writers, and other students during two residencies 
held each year. Additionally, through the use of an 
international reading faculty, this global program allows 
students to receive guidance from the perspective of writers 
and poets throughout the world. 
 
The M.F.A. degree is offered in three disciplines: Poetry, 
Fiction, and Creative Non-Fiction. The residencies take place 
each year in August at the Florham-Madison campus and 
January at the Wroxton, England campus and online 
interaction continues throughout the year.  For more 
information on the M.F.A. in Creative Writing Program, 
please visit:  http://alpha.fdu.edu/becton/writeMFA. 
 

 
 
 

Discover the World:   
Meeting the Standards through Global Education  

 
The Office of Global Learning and the Peter Sammartino 
School of Education at Fairleigh Dickinson University, along 
with The Record Newspaper, have collaborated to present an 
upcoming conference entitled, “Discover the World:  Meeting 
the Standards through Global Education.”  FDU’s School of 
Education and The Record have been collaborating for over 4 
years to offer quality professional development to teachers 
throughout New Jersey by offering an annual conference on 



timely and innovative topics that are important for teacher 
effectiveness.  This year’s conference will offer up to 200 
teachers from all grade levels and subject areas the 
opportunity to attend and will focus on how global education 
can be incorporated into the curriculum to help teachers meet 
the demands of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 
Standards. 
  
The conference will be held on March 12, 2004 from 9:00 
AM – 12:30 PM in Dickinson Hall on the Metropolitan 
Campus. Some of the workshops to be presented include:   
The Global Education Curriculum, Teaching our Diverse 
Learners in the Classroom, Integrating Technology in Your 
Classroom: Using FDU’s Global Issues Gateway website, and 
Assessment and Global Education. The Record will also offer 
a breakout session focusing on how the newspaper can be 
incorporated into a global education curriculum. 
 
We anticipate this year’s conference to be as successful and 
motivating as previously held ones and also look forward to a 
global education conference that will serve the needs of our 
local teachers. 
 
For more information, please contact Diana Cvitan at (201) 
692-7161 or Vicki Cohen at (201) 692-2525. 
 

 
 

Globaleducation.edu has “Grand Re-Opening” 
 

The University’s globaleducation.edu Web site, managed by 
the Office of Global Learning, has just unveiled a completely 
new design with enhanced content and information.  The site 
is designed for both the FDU community and for external 
audiences, and includes sections titled Global Education at 
FDU, Global Virtual Faculty, Online Learning, Student 
Opportunities, Faculty and Curriculum, and United Nations 
Pathways. 
 
Globaleducation.edu, which in the past has had a high level of 
usage from both within and outside the University 
community, offers a wide range of features and information.  
For example, there is a complete listing of all the United 
Nations campus lectures and videoconferences, as well as an 
order form for faculty and staff to obtain CDs or DVDs of any 
lecture from the past two years.  In addition, students can gain 
information on studying abroad and international grant 
opportunities.  Visitors can view the full content of several of 
our flagship online courses.  Faculty can nominate new 
Global Virtual Faculty or learn about the upcoming luncheon 
seminars on global issues.  Plus much more! 
 
The reconstruction of the site was undertaken by the Office of 
Global Learning over the last six months in conjunction with 
the Office of Global Partnerships, the Wroxton Study Abroad 
Office and William Kennedy, director, Web Operations. 
 

The site can be accessed at globaleducation.edu, or by going 
to the University’s main page (www.fdu.edu) and clicking on 
the global education button at the top. 

 
 

Wroxton College Spring 2004 
 

Each year I have the great pleasure of chaperoning the spring 
class over to Wroxton College.  This spring was especially 
unique due to the large class size.  With an enrollment of 
sixty-six it is easily the largest Wroxton class in over twenty 
five years and one of the largest classes in the college’s forty 
year history.  The volume of students, I thought, might make 
preparations and the trip itself a little chaotic but in the end 
everything ran smoothly. 
On January 29th sixty-two students (four students took 
alternate travel) arrived with family and friends for the group 
flight at Newark Airport.  Many of the goodbyes were sad and 
awkward but on the whole it was an upbeat affair. Everyone 
seemed excited about getting this long awaited study abroad 
experience underway.  In the past one bus was all that was 
required for the airport pickup upon arrival but for this 
semester nothing less than two buses was needed, and will 
continue to be needed for getting the group around on their 
UK and Continental excursions during the semester.  Along 
with the extra transportation at Birmingham Airport was a 
giant U-Haul-like luggage carrier complete with drivers to 
help the students load their fifteen weeks worth of gear, a 
mountain of bags. 
 
The students in this semester’s group, comprised of forty-six 
females and twenty males, come from a wide variety of 
majors.  Eleven of the students are from the Metropolitan 
campus with the remainder being from the College at 
Florham.  It’s great to see the Abbey full, there are even 
students being housed in the newly renovated rooms in the 
Carriage House. 
 
Though my personal memories of being a student at Wroxton 
(spring 96) are still very vivid it’s nice to have them refreshed 
each year through the eyes of a new group.  A large part of 
my time while there is spent answering questions about 
academics and travel, and I even give a lesson or two on the 
correct technique for working the temperamental toilets.  
These important conversations keep me abreast of the present 
day concerns of a Wroxton student. 
 
This year’s trip has allowed me to discover that the Abbey 
takes on a unique buzz of activity and excitement when it’s at 
capacity.  It’s something that I believe future semester’s 
students deserve to feel.  Though it was only a week, my time 
spent with the large Spring Class of 2004 was a great 
experience.  

-Brian Swanzey 
 
 
 



Latin American Outreach 
 
When we seek academic partners for the University, there are 
several items that must be considered in addition to the 
obvious academic ones. These include geographic balance, 
visa issues, and financial matters. 
 
One region of the world that has been poorly represented at 
FDU is South America. In an attempt to rectify this, the 
Office of Global Partnerships has reached out to the World 
Trade Association in Montevideo, Uruguay.  The following is 
a relevant press release, prepared by Gretchen Johnson of our 
Public relations Department: 
 
 

World Trade Center Montevideo, Uruguay, 
to Represent Fairleigh Dickinson University in Mercosur 

Countries 
 

Teaneck, NJ (January 21, 2004) — Fairleigh 
Dickinson University has named the World Trade 
Center (WTC) Montevideo, Uruguay, to represent it 
in the MERCOSUR countries (Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay).  
 
According to Professor Irwin Isquith, executive 
director for global partnerships at the University, the 
World Trade Center Montevideo and its president, 
Professor Nelson Pilosof, will represent FDU in its 
efforts to establish academic partnerships in the 
region. The University has an agreement with the 
Organization of American States to offer 
scholarships.  
 
Nelson Pilosof, in addition to his position as president 
of WTC Montevideo, chairs the committee on 
tourism, hospitality and cultural exchange for the 
World Trade Centers Association.  
 
For his cultural and entrepreneurial contributions, he 
received the 2003 prize “Presidency of the Chamber 
of Representatives of Uruguay.” Pilosof earned his 
Ph.D. at the University of the Republic of Uruguay 
and is the author of four books and numerous articles. 
The Ministry of Education and Culture of Uruguay 
awarded First Prize in Philosophy to his book 
Loneliness and Communication.  He has coordinated 
a number of international symposia on scientific and 
technological research and aging. 
 
Global Partnerships at FDU has had a 10-year 
partnership in Barcelona in environmental science, 
marine biology and communications. Monaco, Israel, 
Belize, Cyprus, China, Hong Kong, Korea, Poland 
and the Dominican Republic are other countries that 
have established partnerships with the University.  

 
“In this new relationship with the MERCOSUR 
countries and the World Trade Center,” said Isquith, 
“we welcome their expertise and their familiarity with 
higher education in six important Latin American 

countries. Professor Pilosof and the WTC will be 
valued advisors as we work together to benefit 
students in both hemispheres and truly change their 
lives.” 

 
 

Global Leadership Seminars, Spring 2004 
 
The Global Leadership Seminar series continues to provide 
faculty with the opportunity to hear from, and engage in 
discussion with, guest speakers on issues of global impact.  
Seminars currently planned for the Metropolitan campus this 
spring include:  “The Global Debate on Genetically Modified 
Foods” on April 2, with Dr. Calum Turvey, Director of the 
Food Policy Institute at Rutgers University and “Infectious 
Disease in a Globalized World” with Dr. Richard Alderslade 
of the World Health Organization, date to be determined. 
 
If you would like to be added to the invitation list for these 
events, contact the Office of Global Learning at 201-692-7360 
or e-mail dcvitan@fdu.edu. 
 
 
 

Interrogating Boundaries Spring 2004 Series 
 
The seminar series “Interrogating Boundaries,” produced 
through a partnership between the Office of Global Learning 
and the Department of English, Communication and 
Philosophy at the College at Florham, is continuing its 
exciting event schedule this spring semester.  The series, 
involving faculty and students, is taking place at the College 
at Florham.  Each symposium hosts a speaker specializing in a 
specific topic area aiming to open an interdisciplinary and 
inter-departmental dialogue on critical issues related to 
globalization.  The first event of the spring semester entitled 
“Globalization and Sexualities” is scheduled for March 10, 
2004, and will have as its speaker Dr. Arnaldo Cruz Malave 
of Fordham University.  The second event this semester will 
be entitled “Globalization and the Media” scheduled on April 
21, 2004 with guest speaker, Dr. Awam Amkpa of New York 
University.  Dr. Amkpa will present his documentary work on 
Bamako and Conakry in Mali and Guinea.   
 
Attendance is by invitation only. If you would like to be 
added to the invite listing or have questions regarding any of 
these seminars, please feel free to contact Diana Cvitan at the 
Metropolitan Campus, x7161 or dcvitan@fdu.edu or Nandita 
Ghosh at the College at Florham, x8718 or nghosh@fdu.edu.  
 

 

Office of Interdisciplinary, 
Distributed & Global 
Learning 
Dickinson Hall, Suite 2155 
Mail Stop: H-DH2-15 
Phone: 7360      Fax: 7273 
www.globaleducation.edu 

 
Office of Global 
Partnerships 
Dickinson Hall, Suite 2258 
Mail Stop: H-DH2-14 
Phone: 2392       Fax:  7279 
 
 



AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr’’ss  CClluubb  aatt  FFDDUU 

SSpprriinngg  22000044  UUNN  PPaatthhwwaayy  LLeeccttuurree  SSeerriieess  
 
Metropolitan Campus  
Wednesday, February 4, 2004  6:30 p.m. 
(Reception begins at 6:00 p.m.) 
Muscarelle Auditorium 
Topic:  Brazil in the World Today 
Speaker:  H.E. Amb. Ronaldo Mota Sardenber, 
Permanent Representative of Brazil to the United Nations 

Video Conference 
Thursday, February 19, 2004  10:00 a.m. 

ITV Metropolitan/College at Florham/Rider University/ 
Lock Haven University/Roger Williams University/United Nations 

Topic:  World Energy Crises:  Oil Alternative Sources and Solutions 
Participant(s): H.E. Ambassador Hjalmar Hannesson, 

Permanent Representative of Iceland to the United Nations 
Metropolitan Campus  
Wednesday, March 3, 2004  6:30 p.m. 
(Reception begins at 6:00 p.m.) 
Muscarelle Auditorium 
Topic:  Romania in the World Today 
Speaker:  H.E. Mihnea Motoc,  
Permanent Representative of Romania to the United Nations 

College at Florham  
Wednesday, March 24, 2004  6:30 p.m. 

(Reception begins at 6:00 p.m.) 
Lenfell Hall  

Topic:  Malaysia in the World 
Speaker:  H.E. Ambassador Rastam Mohd Isa, 

Permanent Representative of Malaysia to the United Nations 
Video Conference 
Thursday, March 25, 2004  10:00 a.m. 
ITV Metropolitan/College at Florham/Rider University/ 
Lock Haven University/Roger Williams University/United Nations 
Topic:  The Rights of the Child 
Participant(s): H.E. Mr. Olara Otunnu, 
Under Secretary General / Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict 

College at Florham  
Wednesday, April 7, 2004  6:30 p.m. 

(Reception begins at 6:00 p.m.) 
Lenfell Hall  

Topic:  European Nation States or European Union 
Speaker:  H.E. Ambassador Marcello Spatarfora,  

Permanent Representative of Italy to the United Nations 
Video Conference 
Thursday, April 22, 2004  10:00 a.m. 
ITV Metropolitan/College at Florham/Rider University/ 
Lock Haven University/Roger Williams University/United Nations 
Topic:  UN Millennium Goals: Fact or Fiction? 
Participant(s): H.E. Ms. Eveline Herfkens,  
UN Secretary-General's Executive Coordinator for the Millenium Development Goals Campaign 
Mr. Richard Amdur, Executive Office of the Secretary General 
 
 

For additional information on the UN Pathways Lecture Series, please call (201) 692-7360. 



 

 

 DPI/NGO CALENDAR  
   NGO Section, United Nations Department of Public Information 
  

 
Fairleigh Dickinson University is one of just three universities in the country to earn accreditation as a nongovernmental organization (NGO) 
associated with the Department of Public Information of the United Nations. This designation provides the University community with special 
access to UN facilities, briefings and programs.  The university is allocated three temporary passes per day, for students, faculty and staff to 
attend weekly Thursday briefings and open sessions at the United Nations in New York City.  Briefings are held in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library 
Auditorium and begin at 10:30 a.m. and end at 11:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated. A thematically relevant UN video is usually screened at 10 
a.m. before the briefing. 
 
For information on how to access a pass, United Nations protocol for such events or additional general information, please visit:  
http://globaleducation.edu/2un/unngo.shtml. 

 
NGO BRIEFING SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY TO MARCH 2004 

 
 

22 January 
 
Topic:  Anti-Semitism and Islamaphobia:  
 New Perspectives on Old Menaces 
 
29 January 
 
Topic: UN Reform Initiatives: The High Level 

Panel on Global Security Threats, 
Challenges and Change 

  
5 February 
 
Topic: Property Rights of Indigenous Peoples: 
 Local and International Strategies 
 
12 February 
 
Topic: Towards Tunis:  
 The World Summit on the Information 

Society  
 
19 February 
 
Topic:  DPI/NGO Communications Workshop 

“Defending the United Nations: What Every 
NGO Should Know”  
This is a full-day event. 

 
25-26 February 
 
Topic:  DPI/NGO Annual Orientation  
           Programme 

The Orientation Programme for newly 
accredited NGO representatives provides an 
intensive two-day overview of services and 
procedures relating to NGO activities at 
United Nations Headquarters.  

 
 

4 March 
 
Topic: Women and HIV/AIDS 

(In Observance of the International  
Women’s Day, 8 March 2003) 

 
11 March 
 
Topic: International Criminal Court:  

What’s Next? 
 
18 March 
 
Topic: Rwanda Ten Years After:  

Overcoming a Genocide 
(In Observance of the International Day on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination) 

 
25 March 
 
Topic: Girls and Technology:  

New Educational Opportunities 
 
NGO Briefings are held in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library 
Auditorium from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. unless otherwise 
indicated. Thematically relevant UN videos are usually 
screened at 10 a.m. before the Briefing. 
All NGO Briefings are available free of charge on audio 
cassette. Contact the DPI/NGO Resource Centre. 
To receive our monthly Calendar and the weekly 
newsletter DPI/NGO Link electronically, please send your 
e-mail address to dpingo@un.org.   
 
Keep in touch. Check the DPI/NGO Section’s web site at 
http://www.un.org/dpi/ngosection or call our hotline at 212-
963-6847 for information and any changes in our NGO 
Briefing programme.  
E-mail address: dpingo@un.org. More information is 
available at our DPI/NGO Resource Centre, tel.: (212) 963-
7233/4 or 963-7078; fax: (212) 963-2819 
 



 

 
 

SPECIAL STUDENT BRIEFINGS 

 
 
The Office of Global Learning organizes privately arranged briefings for groups of students at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University. These briefings are scheduled by request only. Student groups and clubs, faculty members and the 
Office of Student Life can request briefings on topics of their choosing. The topics must be related to the work of 
the United Nations. To request a briefing for a student club or group or for faculty members who wish to schedule a 
briefing for their class(es) please contact Dalila Suhonjic at suhonjic@fdu.edu at least two weeks before the date 
of the requested briefing. 
 
All UN briefings are held at the UN headquarters and are preceded by a tour of the United Nations. The tours can 
be waived only by request of the group leader. Student briefings sponsored by the office of Student Life are open 
to all FDU students on first-come, first-served basis. Student clubs, groups, or individual students should contact 
Craig Mourton at mourton@fdu.edu to reserve a seat.  
 

 

 Spring 2004 Calendar 
 
 

 
Global Compact 
Monday, February 23, 2004 
11:30 a.m. 
United Nations Headquarters, New York 
Hotel and Restaurant Management 
Global Issues in Hospitality Industry class,  
Group Leader: Prof. Aixa Ritz  

 
 
Infectious Diseases: Global Threat 
Friday, February 26, 2004 
11:30 a.m. 
United Nations Headquarters, New York 
Student Life 
Group Leader: Craig Mourton, Director, Student Life 

 

Women's Rights 
Friday, March 26, 2004 
11:30 a.m. 
United Nations Headquarters, New York 
Student Life 
Group Leader: Craig Mourton, Director, Student Life 

 
 
Hunger and the Third World Debt  
Friday, April 16, 2004 
11:30 a.m. 
United Nations Headquarters, New York 
Student Life 
Group Leader: Craig Mourton, Director, Student Life  


